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PROJECT FOR A SUBJECT HEADING CODE 
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David Judson Haykin 
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Revised September 1957 


In dealing with subject headings, there are three closely 
related yet distinct problems totake into account: 1) how to find 
the proper heading for the book in hand, 2) how to choose the best 
term for a subject new to the catalog, and 3) how to integrate the 
entry into a catalog containing a variety of entries, yet avoid 
conflict, confusion, and duplication. The literature of subject 
headings, which is not too plentiful in any case, is devoted mainly 

~ to the problem of formulation, or choice, of one of several avail- 
able wordings and to the use of one or another source, or list, of 
~ headings. The reference structure of the catalog is touched on 


incidentally in connection with the dicussion of formulation or 
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phrasing. There is little awareness in the literature of the 
problem involved in fitting the right heading to the book, the 
general assumption apparently being that given a book and an accepted 
source, pe av incdey, of subject headings, an intelligent, trained 
: or experienced cataloger will invariably find the right heading. — 
g As long as the bulk of the book=-stock of libraries 
consisted of treatises on relatively broad topics and of historical 


wR and literary works, and as long as the size of libraries remained 


1/ The revision is slight in the introductory text but substantial 
in the outline of the code. The principal changes there are 1) in 
the inclusion of rules both of formulation and application, rather 
than primarily the latter, 2) the primary arrangement of the rules 
by subject in classified order, and 3) the relegation of the problems 
of the needs of special libraries and of adapting LC headings to a 
to a position subordinate to the rules. 
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relatively modest, the problem of deciding an appropriate subject 
heading for a given book was a relatively simple one. With the 
growth of a monographic literature of highly specialized content 

and the growing importance of research materials in library 
collections, the assignment of the right headings to books makes 
necessary a more specialized knowledge of subject matter on the part 
of catalogers, greater consistency in the treatment of different 
kinds of books and subject relationships, greater economy in the 
choice of headings and references, and a better understanding of the 
means by which various kinds of headings in the catalog are brought 
together or separated. 

There is an important administrative aspect to the problem 
of the application of subject headings to books. As long as few 
rules existed on paper, and as long as decisions were made by a 
cataloger on the basis of his individual understanding of the problem 
and his individual conception of underlying principles, inconsistency 
in practice was inevitable. This inconsistency ill-served the user 
of the catalog, whether a member of the reference staff or of the 
public. Rules must, therefore, be set down in order to prowide the 
largest measure of consistency in the practice of subject catalogers. 
Since many libraries use Library of Congress cards and follow Library 
of Congress practice, the rules which represent that library's best 
practice would serve the needs of other libraries as well. The 
availability of a code of rules would also be useful in the training 
of subject catalogers both at the Library of Congress and in library 
schools. Finally, the growth of cooperation in cataloging, as evidenced 


by the growth in the number of catalog cards printed by the Library 
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of Congress from copy supplied by other libraries and the growth of 
union catalogs, makes a code of rules not only desirable but necessary, 
“The continuing absence of a code is, however, a handicap to libraries 
not only from. the point of view of cooperation in cataloging, but 

at least just as importantly from the point of view of the users of 


their catalogs. 


The proposed code is to include 1) a general introduction 
on the characteristics, limitations, uses, etc., of subject headings; 
2) principles and rules of formulation and application applicable in 
all types of libraries to headings for all books irrespective of 
subject or form; 3) subject heading formulation and application for 
books in particular subject fields; 4) rules applicable to particular 
families and patterns of headings, and 5) guidance in subject heading 
practice, such as procedure in assigning the appropriate heading to 
the book in hand, the subject knowledge needed by the cataloger in 
order to be able to assign headings correctly and how to deal with 
books in areas where the cataloger does not possess sufficient 
knowledge, training students and catalogers in the assignment of 
subject headings, and use and adaptation of headings from existing 
lists. 
ieearoee 

My sources, in addition to the literature of subject headings, 
are as follows: my personal file of principles and decisions (going 
back thirty years); the files of the former Catalog Division and of the 


Subject Cataloging Division, which succeeded the former in the area 
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of subject headings; files of subject heading decisions received 
from other libraries (such as the New York Public Library and the 
University of California Library); subject heading lists of the 
Library of Congress in all editions; other subject heading lists, 
both general and special, and introductory matter in them; guides 
and textbooks in cataloging (sections dealing with subject headings); 
and, last but not least, my personal correspondence files. 

I have sought the help of catalogers in important libraries 
and of the ALA Subject Heading Committee. I indicated to the Chairman 
of the Committee ways in which the Committee could be helpful to me, 
such as, by communicating to me their problems and practices, and 
by discussions on content and organization of the code. In these 
and other ways the Committee has already been helpful. Of particular 
help have been the discussions of subject heading problems by regional 
groups of catalogers. 

The present outline is as complete as it can be made at 
this stage of the work. Suggestions of topics tobe included will, 


it is expected, result in its expansion and revision. 
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Outline of the Code 


PART I. General Introduction 
This is to include such topics ass: Characteristics 
and limitations of the subject element in a dictionary catalog; the 
alphabetical subject catalog vs. the classed catalog; the three 
aspects of the subject heading problem: book, reader, content and 
structure of the catalog; formulation vs. applications; names used 
as author and subject; subject heading vis-a-vis titles; index entries 
and subject headings compared; function of subject heading and form 
heading compared. 
PART II, Principles and Rules of General Application 
A. Subject heading, on what basis determined, 
lo Specificity 
2. Choice of term 
a. Usage 


bo English vs. foreign terms in headings and 
references 


Co Obsolete and obsolescent terms or spellings, 
local terms 


d. Popular vs. scientific terms 
eo Personal names 
f. Corporate bodies (societies, institutions, 
governments) and non-personal names (e.g. 
buildings, momuments, ships, objets dart) 
go Geographic names 
3, Form of heading 


4. Integration of headings: reference structure 


5. Subdivision: when and how to subdivide 
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a. by subject phase and aspect 


b. by form 
co by place 
d. by period 


B, Which books require no subject headings CER 
exceptions to this category)? 


C. Which books require more than one subject heading 
to cover the same subject matter? 


D. Analytical subject headings (when and what to treat 
: analytically) 


E. Use of form vis-a-vis subject heading 
PART III. Special Subjects 
Under each are to be given the characteristic types 
of publication and the treatment indicated (Cf. Part IV, Familtes 
and Patterns of Headings). As an example of the characteristic 
types treated under a subject, a list of them is given under Geography. 
The order in which the subjects are to be treated is as follows: 
Library science 
Book arts (including printing) 
Philosophy 
Religion and religions 
History 
Biography 
Geography 
To include the distinguishing characteristics 
and rules of formulation and application of subject 


headings for the following types of publications; 
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branches, phases and aspects of geography ( eogo, 
cosmography, economic geography, economic history 
and conditions in particular places) 3 textbooks, 
atlases and maps (including "subject" atlases and 
Maps, @. go, road maps, linguistic atlases); city 
plans; globes; gazetteers; tables of geographic 
positions; road guides; account of travel; travel 
guides; pictorial views of places; pilot guides. 

Sociology and social service 

Anthropology 

Political science 

Military science 

Law 

Economics (its theoretical and practical aspects, includ— 
ing labor and industrial economics, banking and 
finance, commerce and business, transportation, ways 
of communication, insurance, management) 

Education 

Recreation 

Languages and linguistics 

Literature 


Fine arts (architecture, graphic arts, sculpture, 
dramatic arts, music) 


Science 
Mathematics 
Physical sciences 


Biological sciences 


=a 


Applied sciences 
Medicine 
Agriculture 
Engineering and construction 
Manufactures, trades and crafts 
PART IV. Families and Patterns of Headings 

The term families is applied to groups of headings 
related on the basis of subject matter. Of these some are treated 
in Part III, Special Subjects. Those, however, which do not fall 
under a particular subject, are treated here (e.g., Bridges, which 
might conceivably be used for books in architecture, engineering, 
description and travel, transportation). Patterns is the term 
used for groups of headings related on the basis of their verbal 
pattern. In general, these are treated in this part. 

Families and patterns are to be arranged together 
alphabetically, with references interspersed among the headings. 
While it is impossible to insure completeness in this part of the 
code, the value of the code is on the whole proportionate to its 
fullness. 

As a means of exhibiting the content and method 
of this part, the following examples of families and patterns 
are offered: 

Families: 
Dictionaries 


See Encyclopedias below, and Language dictionaries 
in section on Languages aud linguistics in Part III. 
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Bridges 
Works on bridges of particular types and on 
bridges in particular places (in a given 
country, state, or city, over a given river); 
individual bridges (form of heading; references) 

Strikes 
General strikes in a given place, strikes in a 
given industry, by the employees of a given 
firm, in a particular plant. 

Encyclopedias 
Encyclopedias are distinguished from dictionaries 
in that dictionaries are primarily intended to 
give meanings of words, whereas encyclopedias 
present in relatively condensed form the factual 
content of a topic. The distinction cannot 
always be clearly established, especially in the 
case of subject dictionaries. The intent of the 
compiler or publisher is expressed in the title 
or introduction. Subject dictionaries, however, 
are often found to be actually encyclopedias 
with very brief articles, The most clear-cut 
use of the term dictionary occurs in the case of 
language dictionaries. 

Encyclopedias, by language 


Subject dictionaries and encyclopedias, including 
bilingual and polyglot subject dictionaries 
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PART V. 


PART VI. 


PART VII. 
PART VIII. 
PART IX. 
PART Xo 


PART XI. 


Dt, 


Patterns: 
Inverted headings 


Types, references necessary 


Inverted heading employing ethnic, linguistic, or 
place adjective 


[Subject - Ethnic adjectivé] vs. [Subject - Country], 
€ogo, Art, French vs. Art = France 


[Language ~ Special form or period], @ogo5 English 
language-Middle English (1100-1500), English language - 
Early modern (1500-1700), English language — Business 
English ( Cf. Basic English) 

Subject Headings in the Special Library 
Use of LC headings: problem of adapting a general list 
for use in a special library; special needs of particular 
kinds of special libraries (subject-specialized libraries; 
libraries with special type of clientele, such as school 
libraries, children's libraries, Catholic libraries). 
Organizations, Personnel, Procedures 
Including such topics as authority file, relations with 
reference staff, use of specialists 
Training in Subject Heading Work 
Filing Problems 
Glossary 
Bibliography 


Index 
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